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THE BLOW THAT ALMOST KILLED
—Kirby In the New York World.
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FUTURE OF THE PHILIPPINES

The defeat of the independence
c¢lause of the Philippine bill in the
house was due directly to the defec-
tion of some thirty democrats, the
majority of aswhom represent con-
stituencies in certain large eastern
cities. Fifteen of them represent
districts in New York city. Several
others hail from northern New Jer-
sey. There were three or four from
Hoston. The influence of the Roman
(Catholic church is seen by some ob-
gervers in these facts. But other
churches of Protestant affiliations
were said to be actively opposed to
the independence clause, and they
were the churches that have at-
tempted Protestant evangelization in
the Philippines since the American
accupation began. The Protestant
missionary Iinterests feared the col-
lapse of their movement, apparently,
n case the islands were to lose their
nresent American connection. As for
the Roman Catholic church, it is op-
vosed to Philippine independence as
much as it ever was in the days of
Spanish rule. Its interests might be
prejudiced under a native govern-
ment at all under the control of the
old revolutionary element; besides,
independence, from the vatican point
of view is a step nearer, perhaps, to
ultimate Japanese domination—and
Japan is pagan.

Every time an effort fails to ad-
vance the cause of Philippine inde-
pendence in the American congress,
one must be newly impressed with
the everlasting blunder this country
made in taking over the islands.
Whenever this effort is repeated in
the future, there will be heard the
same protest against “scuttling” and
abandoning our “sacred trust.” The
same commercial and religious in-
terests that have co-operated from
the beginning in making the Philip-
pines an incubus upon the United
States will rally against separation,
as they have this week. Party pride
In the discredited statesmanship that
attempted the futile experiment in
“benevolent assimilation” in an
oriental dependency will prove a
stubborn obstacle to withdrawal. It
is unlikely that another opportunity
80 good as this one to bring about

the evacuation will be presented in
our time, and the present failure to
carry through congress an inde-
pendence measure somewhat definite
in its promise is significant of a
crisis in our Philippine relations but
little appreciated in the country at
large.

The ultimate future of the Philip-
pines is beyond the scope of prophecy.
A distinguished military eritic has
said of the Philippines as a problem
in military defense for the United
States:

“It is a weak, eccentric military
position, fundamentally indefensible
against any strong trans-Pacific pow-
er, but inevitably a magnet to draw
ships and troops away from our
shores.”

The United States must go ahead
doing its best for the Philippine is-
lands in government, education and
economic development—but to waste
American resources on the military
or naval defense of the islands in
case of war would obviously be folly.
For they are “fundamentally inde-
fensible” against any strong trans-
Pacific power.—Springfield, (Mass.)
Republican.

MR. BRYAN AS A “STUMPER"

Inasmuch as those who ecriticize
Mr. Bryan most severely for his poli
tics are usually prompt to balance
the equation by commending him as
a reform leader, there should be a
substantially unanimous welcome ex-
tended to him today as he comes to
Des Moines to speak in behalf of
woman suffrage.

Horace Greeley once said that with-
out “the stump” our form of govern-
ment could not be maintained. In
the large and proper sense Mr. Bryan
is the greatest “stumper” of this gen-
eration, for he has taken up more
unpopular causes and sustained them
with more eloquence and effect than
any man of his time. He has set a
splendid example of fearlessness and
constancy and whatever may be our
final judgment of the causes, there
can be no question of the quality of
the advoecacy they have had.
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BRYAN AS A WORLD POWER
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